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, Orange, New Jersey
FEB 14 wecD Jemiary 4, 1942

My desr love, : L’103

Oh, I know. I just wrote to you about four deys-ago, but I
went 10 set an example to the world and to you, especially. anyway,
you ere sitting in front of me on mamme's living room table with the
blandest znd most amenshble look imeginable, so I thought you wouldn't
mind, Unfortunately you are in a frame. There are all sorts of places
where you could sit if it were really you, other than memme'sa table,
but there you eare in Lagos instezd showing remarkzsble lsck of taste
in environmengs, To be brief, I wish you were here,

Things seem to be moving ewfully slowly in regard to Florida
but I still hope to go down there in a week or so, with Miami or ligemd
Beach ag the ultimate destination, That's a fine thing, becsuse that's
where these letters leave the United Stetes and conversely, arrive if

and when you get there. It occurred to me in.-the gtill watches of last
night that you might be eble to strike up an acqueintance with one of

the Pan-Americean men who come back and forth from Lagos to Miami, After
buying him several drinks end inviting him to your house for some more
you could casually mention the fact that you know 2 gurl in Mizmi, and
would he look her up? Thus,you sece, this Pan-American gentleman could
tell me all sbout you and how you looked last week and whether you are
getting the proper vitamines, etc, At first I thought (excuse me, I was
almost asleep) that you might kiss him gently, then he would do the same
1o me and it would be almost as good as the more direct variety, but

on second and. more mature thought I came to the conclusion that the whole
idea was rather whacky., In any case it shows which wey my unanchoied
thoughts ere drifting night and day... toward you, It's amazing how silly
one becomes when one is in l--e,

My ex-roommate from Swarthmore days drove down from Boston the
other day, and she and another roommate of ours who lives in New York
came over 1n the dead of night (well, it was sbout nine-thirty and they
gove over twenty miles to get her®) to sce mel We had a luffly time &and
dragged out all the delightful scandal and dope of the past three years
over a lush bowl of buttered popcorn, Good old Tebby hesn't changed a
mite, is just the same old blowsy girl thet one can't imagine in the
% role of a methemesticel genius, which she is, *he other roommate is a
gorgeous gal who has turned into a remerkable painter, having sold her

- latest mesterpiece for a round five hundred dollars, Not being a mathem-
atical genius myself, nor yet hzving sold things for five hundred dollars,
my only eleim to eternsl fame is having been looked upon with favor by
you, which is after =211 enoughyand more than the most ambitious girl
could ask: Anyway, it's ell I want, Angelpwss. As I mentioned in my last
lelter, Rufus Lindsley, my best friend, and I spent a happy if unexiting
New Years Eve together in the bosom of her family, At midnight we had two
Tom end Jerrys apkece (I never remember when i comes before e znd vice versal
and of course I made £ll sorts of wighes about next year that time as well
as ebout your safety. I'm becoming a little mournful in regerd to the
prospects of our getiing together quick like 2 rsbbit, Willism, if the
truth must be told, I begin to feel that the State Department (boo to it)
will mever give me a passport and will never let you come home, Still,
wouldn't it be lovely if they would? It's all so ghastly vague and faint
and 1m9robablg and distant now- that's one of the reasons I thought ebout
the abovementloned1Pan7Amerlcan gentleman. I should go like to feel a little
closer to you, my darling, and now that your sister has gone away there 1sg
no one h?reabouts that even knows you, There I go getting sentimental and
gucky ell over the place, but maybe you'll understand how nasty it is.
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‘Why cent this world be neetly arranged like the Fairy Story ones, where L-103
ell you have to do is slay a giant or a drsgon and there you are, all P
set up with a princess and half the kingdom, with nary a passport or the
need of & home leave? I think I'll be an anarchist in my next reincarnation,
end go about putting infernal machines under palaces of gevernment,

It snowed yesterday like mad, end all the children (who nonethelesg
would have preferred it on “hristmas day) were delighted, But it saddened me,
because I had planned to drive up to Loston for a few days with my pal Tebby
and mother was so frightened of the roads being slippery that I decided
not to do it. In any case, I hope the lawyer will have received some news rg
Florida snd I should Eike to be around to do something about it if he has,
I'm getting awfully tired of waiting around not doing enything to advance
our cause, I'm afraid Jones will have gone to London by the time the
various things are ready for him to sign, thus delaying matiters even more
than they are now delayed, When I get to Florida I shell stop at the YWCa
until such time as I shall have found & better place to live, and perhaps a
roommate or two to enliven things., Then I shall look for come place where
I can leern to sew dresses and things, and enother place where I canlearn
to bake complicated pastries and cook subtlde sauces and still & third place
where I can lesrn to play the pisno, All very ladylike accomplishments, but
which I have neglected so fer and which now seem more important than they
did when I was more interested in the Merovingian dynasty and the influence
of the picaresque novels on Corneille's drama, hlso, I shall loock to see if
there is anyconcern or percons needful of my services in any cepacity, for -
unfortunately money is not one of the things that conveniently &ppears on
trees in esrly spring. Anyway, I should like to have such a full life that
I'1ll hardly notice that you aren't around to make me happyees. But maybe I'm
gust a silly old optimist, FProbably. :

According to all the books and suthorities I'm in the process of
ruining my life., Because the books and wisemen all sgree that here is no
wey of sliemating = gentleman's affections so sure and inevitable asboring
him with the story of how much you love him, Am 1 boking you, my pet? all
1 can sey is thet it never, never,pever bores me to hear you talk love-talk,
eand hoping that like breeds like, I go right ahead hapoily receunting the
gory detsilsx of my own hopeless pascion, I reslly do hope that it doesn't
snnoy you too much, sweet, and even more that it doesn't pall on you, Poor
0ld Rufus, who acts as a proxy for you from time to time, DY listening to
endless tales of the deasr dead days when you were more around than now, asks
me if I can't please think of z synonym for "wonderful" because she's very
tired of hesring that you'r "wonderful", However, she gives back almost as
mich as she tzkes because she's found some sort of soldier who she thinks is
yvery nice in his own way, end who is awsy most of the time Defending His
Country, B0 that I have the opportunity of paying her back in kind by list=
ening to her plaints. However, she has just disengaged herself from some
engineer che was gbing to merry, becsuse she says all he did was talk about
Dégsel Engines. So you see, my dear, that it reelly pays to talk love-talk,
because if you don't your lisble to be looked upon &8 one who talks shop
t00 much,The poor Diesel EZngine man is left out in the cold, and repleced
by this soldier, who apparently is more wide-awake to the Facts of Life,

X Speaking of Sho., Telk, the war goes on in a way that mzxe$ people
here listen avidly to the News Bulletins, but which has little effect other
ways on deily life. Tires are being rationed quite systematicly, and you
can't buy a cap anymore, but other than that there is as yet no change on
the horizon, It was so different in France. Heaven forbid theat we should
be in such dire need as they ere over there, I don't imegine thzt we will bg
even after a year or so, because we have 80 very many more resources in the
agricultural and menufecturing line, Ngnethe less, prices azre going up like
med end metal things, especially copper, are becoming quite scaree.Father's
Telephone Compzny is wooried as can be over rubber and copper priorities,
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(ye gods, here I em on the third page!)and poor poppa works Saturdays, Sun-
days 2nd holidays over getting mew lines put up between the centers of civ-
ilizetion end the new airfields, army camps, and naval bases.

L-103 p3

I've been reading ell the references to Central Africa thet 1 fim
in the papers =nfl magazines, Recently there have been quite a few, referrig
to the new airlines, etc., One faskinating item told ebout the menus planned
for the Pen-Americen men in Ni geria by the Good-Housekeeping institute, Nat-
urelly, I was delighted to find out what they had and what they hadn't, Mostly
fresh mest, eggs, butter, milk.,. But then, all this is hardly ze faskinating
to you as it is to me, There was another by our young friend iye Currie, tell-
ing sbout some interview she had with some amazing Sulten in C™ntral africa.
She deseribed lovingly the beautiful flowers, gorgeous sunlight, ete. I only
hope it wasn't poetic imaginetion rather then a strictly trythful account,
because as she described it it was rezlly quite as one could wish- somewhat
on the South Sea Island side, I supposeit wasn't raining when she was there,

Time out for lunch, Now I'm 2ll covered with butterifrom toast,
and cen hardly touch the keys. Thepostman came, but 211 he brought was a
journal of chicken and live-stock keeping, for mother, who has aspirations
to.be & farmer, How dull, except in the spring.

It's high time I finished this letter, which is beginning to look
end.ess. God bless you, my dear.

Lovingly,

Lo Pulliado
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